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PRESS RELEASE

16 December 2008

Reorganisation of North Highland Products Ltd
The Board of North Highland Products Ltd (NHP), the food company in Scotland that has won the most national awards this year, is proposing a reorganisation. NHP is limited by guarantee and is restricted in its ability to further develop its business. It is proposed that it will be restructured to enable a new private limited company Mey Selections Ltd to take forward the brand and extend its sales penetration. The Board of NHP has signalled that each one of its members (farmers and fine food producers) will be given a £1 share in the new company. Investment funds will be sought from shareholders and new potential investors with the aim of raising up to £1.5 million to finance the further growth and development of the business. These proposals will be put to a general meeting of the members of NHP in the early part of 2009. 

The proposals to seek wider share distribution and share ownership have been unanimously approved by the Board of NHP Ltd. They have also been approved unanimously by the Board of the new company Mey Selections Limited.

Danny Miller has been appointed as Chairman of Mey Selections Limited. The other directors of the new company are the same as the existing directors of NHP.

Danny Miller said, “The objective of our proposals is to provide;

· premium returns to suppliers who trade with the company,

· shares for our members,

· resources to take advantage of business opportunities, and

· to give investors a return and an exit without jeopardising the company

I believe that these proposals are first and foremost for the benefit of suppliers’ own businesses and the wealth of the area. I thank everyone who has traded with NHP in the past and look forward to your continuing support in the future. These are uncertain times in the world economy and I believe that the Mey Selections brand and the new company organisation for Mey Selections Ltd offers us all a way to act together to help ourselves and to promote a viable food and farming economy in the North Highlands.” 
-ENDS-

Notes to Editors:

· A copy of the Chairman’s letter to members and attachment is available on www.mey-selections.com For further information regarding Mey Selections, please contact John Strak on 0845 838 0488 or 07802 936466.  
· North Highland Products Limited is the company formed by Caithness farmers to select and source premium quality food and drink products from the most northerly area of the British Isles. All ingredients for Mey Selections products are sourced wherever possible from within a 100 mile radius of the Castle of Mey. Mey Selections gives a fair price to our traditional family farmers, fishermen and food producers. See www.mey-selections.com
· The formation of North Highland Products and the creation of the Mey Selections brand are direct results of the North Highlands Initiative inspired by HRH The Prince Charles, Duke of Rothesay, which was launched in August 2005 to boost the economy of the region.

· North Highland Products is the fastest growing food and drink Company in Scotland, last year scooping the prestigious Highlands and Islands Food and Drink Excellence Award.

· In the 2008 BBC Radio 4’s food and farming programme awards Mey Selections won the Best Retail Initiative award.

· In the 2008 Great Taste Awards five Mey Selections products scooped gold stars: Two products – the Mey Selections Honey and Oat Biscuits and the Mey Selections Rib of Prime Scottish beef – were awarded the coveted two-star gold awards and several of the Mey Selections honeys from Struan Apiaries – the heather and the Barrogill whisky blended honeys – were awarded one gold star each, as were the Mey Selections Toasted Highland Oatcakes from Reid’s Bakery.

· At the 2008 Scotland Food and Drink Excellence Awards, Mey Selections won two awards – Best Collaboration in a Supply Chain and Best Range of Honey, Conserves and Preserves. In recognition of its quality, Mey Selections Rib-eye Beef won the SuperMeat Award in the Fresh Meat Category in an event organised by the Meat Traders Journal in 2007.  One of Mey Selections cheeses, Highland Blue, won a Gold Award in the World Cheese awards in 2006.  In May 2007, Sainsbury’s Taste the Difference Mey Selections Meatballs received the top award from The Grocer magazine in the meat and poultry category of The Grocer Own Label Excellence Awards 2007.  In December 2006 the same product won the Best New Meat Product in the Meat Industry Awards in London.
· The Mey Selections product range includes prize-winning beef, lamb, mutton, geese, cheese, eggs, oatcakes, honey and oat biscuits, shortbread, whisky, honey, preserves and Castle of Mey tweed.
